Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.056; wR factor = 0.167; data-to-parameter ratio = 16.4.
In the title compound, C 10 H 11 NO 4 ÁH 2 O, the carboxyl group is twisted at a dihedral angle of 6.1 (3) with respect to the benzene ring. In the crystal, the organic molecules are linked by pairs of O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds involving both carboxyl groups, forming zigzag chains propagating along the b-axis direction. The water molecules form [100] chains linked by O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds. The organic molecule and water chains are cross-linked by N-HÁ Á ÁO water and O water -HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds, generating (001) sheets.
Related literature
For synthetic background, see: Kurd & Hayao (1952) ; Yong et al. (2004) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). The N-substitute β-alanine derivatives, as chelating or bridging muti-caboxylate ligands, have been applied to synthesis various novel metal-organic coordination polymers (Yong et al. 2004) . It was firstly reported the reaction of propiolactone with aniline derivatives to synthesis the title compound I (Kurd & Hayao 1952) . The molecular structure of the title compound I is shown in Fig. 1 .
In the compound I, the carboxyl group attached to the benzene ring is twisted from its plane at 6.05 (29) Symmetry codes: (i) -x + 3/2, y -1/2, z; (ii) -x + 1, -y + 1, -z + 1; (iii) x + 1/2, -y + 1/2, -z + 1; (iv) -x + 3/2, y + 1/2, z.
The title compound (I) was prepared using a slightly modified published procedure (Yong et al. 2004) . A solution of KOH (11.2 g, 0.2 mol) in water (60 ml) was added dropwise to a solution of 3-chloropropanonic acid (10.9 g, 0.1 mol) in water (50 ml). To the resulting alkline solution, p-aminobenzonic(13.7 g, 0.1 mol) was slowly added, and the mixture was refluxed for 36 h. The solution was filtered and cooled to room temperature, then acidified with HCl solution until the desired white precipitated, which were collected by filtration. Pure compound (I) was obstained by crystallizing from methanol. Colourless blocks of (I) were obstained by slow evaporation of methanol solution.
Refinement
H atoms were positioned geometrically (C-H = 0.95-0.99 Å) and allowed to ride on their parent atoms with U iso (H) = 1.2 U eq (C).
Computing details
Data collection: CrystalClear (Rigaku, 2005 ); cell refinement: CrystalClear (Rigaku, 2005) ; data reduction: CrystalClear 
